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Zawisch.

My gracious lady!

Queen.

Did you ever kneel!

Not before women, before men, I mean?
For pay, reward, from fear, before your like?

Zawisch.
Not I.

Queen.

And never would?

Zawisch.

Ne'er in my life.

Queen.

But he did kneel, before his enemy,
Before the man whom in his heart he loathed,
Who was his vassal once, to whom he said,
"Come here!" and he obeyed, and said he, "Go!"
He turned, and went in haste, as lie was bid.

Zawisch.

My gracious queen, 'twas done by way of jest,
Such as good friends indulge in.   But to show
His new-fledged power the emperor desired;
He asked our king's aid, which was freely given.

Queen.

But I shall not be called a vassal's wife,
Nor share a meanly serving creature's bed;
Shall not, when Rudolph orders us to Vienna,
In meekness hold the train of Madam's dress.
I shall not kneel before him, as you did.

(The king jumps up.)
Rise if you will, I do not dread your wrath.
Shall I alone, of women or of men,
Stand trembling before Ottokar the king?
Escort me hence, I seek my Hungary,
Where safer is the honor of a king. a struggle.
